An easy and cheap surgical pocket case
for draining blood when performing
scalp surgery
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SURGICAL CHALLENGE

Skin cancers are increasing in their incidence worldwide. The scalp is a frequent site for cutaneous
carcinoma, both basal cell and squamous cell. Scalp carcinomas usually bring difficulties in surgical
management owing to the high bleeding risk and the uncomfortable position for the surgeon. In particular,
during the surgical excision such lesions tend to bleed because of the high vascular support of the scalp, and this
can negatively affect surgical management.

Some devices, such as a plastic pocket, are on the market, but their use increases the expense of the
procedure.

SOLUTION
Herein, we describe a simple and cheap way to create a pocket for blood and gauze with just 2 towel forceps
(or 2 Kocker forceps) and a 200 X 200-cm (or 150 X 150-cm) sheet, which are usually in overbundance in the

surgical kit.

Fig 1. The pocket on site at the head of the patient who is to undergo scalp surgery.

From the Department of Medical Sciences, Dermatologic Clinic,
University of Turin®; Dermatologic Surgery Section, Oncologic
Department, Citta della Salute e della Scienza di Torino, Turin®;
and Department of Dermatology, University of Bologna.©

Funding sources: None.

Conflicts of interest: None disclosed.

Reprints not available from the authors.

Correspondence to: Simone Ribero, MD, PhD, Department of
Medical Sciences, Section of Dermatology, University of Turin,
Turin, Italy. E-mail: simone.ribero@unito.it.

J Am Acad Dermatol 2020;83:185-7.

0190-9622/$36.00

© 2019 by the American Academy of Dermatology, Inc.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaad.2019.04.071

el85


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.jaad.2019.04.071&domain=pdf
mailto:simone.ribero@unito.it
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaad.2019.04.071

€186 Ribero et al ] AM ACAD DERMATOL
SEPTEMBER 2020

®

Fig 2. How to fold and create the pocket.

This pocket case is designed at the head of the patient, just between the surgeon and the surgical bed (Fig 1).
The sheet is folded in two and the two upper corners are pinched at the surgical sheet of the sterile field (Fig 2).
This pocket case may be used to collect both blood and used pieces of gauze.
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At the end of the procedure after the removal of the surgical instrument, the pocket case can be disposed of as
waste with the other sheets.
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