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JAAD Game Changers*: Racial disparities in
melanoma survival

*A game changer is a short narrative stating how an article that originally appeared in
JAAD changed the game of dermatology. NOTE: The Game Changer author is not the
original author of the article. Please see the reference section for the original author

information.
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Capsule Summary
 d Melanoma incidence is climbing without a decrease in mortality.

d White patients make up the majority of patients with melanoma, but
minority counterparts have worse survival outcomes and are given a
diagnosis at later stages.

d The disparities in health outcomes for minorities present a need for
more awareness among providers to improve survival.
How did this article change
the practice of dermatology?
Although melanoma is often considered a disease of white patients,
minority patients are diagnosed later in their disease course and have
worse survival. This points to the need to increase awareness and
education in these minority groups.1
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