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through the specialty-specific module. This preparation will

give you familiarity with the process. While SESATS may

be helpful preparation, it is not required.

The goal of this exam is to provide a learning opportunity using

judgement and decision making as well as knowledge. The

Board and MOC Committee believe that reading the critique

is key to the learning process using SESATS. The Board

sincerely hopes that this newMOCExam format that promotes

life-long learning is viewed favorably by our Diplomates.

Everyone at the ABTS thanks you for embracing the primary

principle of MOC—life-long learning, which is consistent

with our obligation to the public trust.
ABTS Requirements for the 10-YearMilestone
for Maintenance of Certification

Diplomates of the American Board of Thoracic Surgery

(ABTS) who plan to participate in the 10-Year Milestone

for the Maintenance of Certification (MOC) process as

Certified-Active must hold a currently valid, full, and

unrestricted license to practice medicine. Diplomates

must have privileges at a hospital(s) accredited by the

JCAHO or other institutions judged acceptable by

the Board. Diplomates must also submit letter(s) of

reference documenting their level of clinical activity and

stature within the surgical community from the VP of

Medical Affairs and one other responsible member on

staff at their principal hospital. In addition, a valid

ABTS certificate is an absolute requirement for entrance

into the MOC process. Details on how to renew a lapsed

certificate can be found on the Board’s Web site at

www.abts.org.

The CME requirements are 150 Category I credits over

a five-year period. At least half of these CME hours need

to be in the broad area of thoracic surgery. Category II
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credits are not accepted. Interested individuals should refer

to the Board’s Web site (www.abts.org) for a complete

description of acceptable CME credits.

The online MOC exam is now offered in a masterly learning

format and can be taken on a home or office computer. The

MOC exam must be completed during the time period of

September 1 to October 31. Questions on the MOC exam

will be modular, based on your specialty, and presented in

a self-assessment format.

The Board now requires clinically-active Diplomates to

participate in a Practice Quality Improvement (PQI) project

within two years of their 10-year Milestone. Additional

details on the PQI requirement can be found on the Board’s

Web site. The Board also requires Diplomates to compete

a Patient Safety course, details of which can be found on

the Board’s Web site.

Diplomates may apply for MOC in the year their certificate

expires or, if they wish to do so, they may apply up to two

years before it expires. However, the new certificate will

be dated 10 years from the date of expiration of their original

certificate or most recent MOC certificate. In other words,

going through the MOC process early does not alter the

10-year validation. Diplomates certified prior to 1976

(the year that time-limited certificates were initiated) are

also required to participate in MOC if they wish to maintain

valid certificates.

Information outlining the rules, requirements, and

application deadline for the 10-year Milestone of MOC in

thoracic surgery is available on the Board’s Web site at

www.abts.org. For additional information, please contact

the American Board of Thoracic Surgery, 633 N Saint Clair

St, Ste 2320, Chicago, IL 60611; telephone (312) 202-5900;

E-mail: moc@abts.org.
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