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To the Editor,

It was with interest we read Wales et al's report on the manage-
ment of five patients with congenital ultra-short bowel [1]. The
concept of iatrogenic bowel obstruction to induce bowel dilatation
with a view to subsequent lengthening surgery is not new.
Georgeson and colleagues described the technique of using a nipple
valve to partially obstruct and expand a proximal bowel segment
for the purpose of delayed bowel lengthening in 1994 [2]. Since
then, we have published our series of 10 patients managed by in-
termittently obstructing tube stomas to achieve controlled bowel
expansion for subsequent longitudinal intestinal lengthening and
tailoring [3].

Although we dispute the novelty of the concept, we commend the
thoroughness of the report and advocate the technique of controlled
bowel expansion to permits autologous intestinal reconstruction sur-
gery in selected patients with short bowel syndrome. Ideally, this strat-
egy should be offered within the remit of a structured intestinal
rehabilitation program [4].

0022-3468/© 2013 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Wajid Bin Jawaid

Sarah L. Almond

Nicholas Lansdale

Basem Khalil

Antonino Morabito

Department of Paediatric Surgery, Royal Manchester
Children’s Hospital, Manchester, UK

E-mail address: jawaid@nhs.net

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2013.09.018

References

[1] Wales PW, Jancelewicz T, Romaoa RL, et al. Delayed primary serial transverse
enteroplasty as a novel management strategy for infants with congenital ultra-short
bowel syndrome. ] Pediatr Surg. 2013;48:993-9.

[2] Georgeson K, Halpin D, Figueroa R, et al. Sequential Intestinal Lengthening Procedures for

Refractory Short Bowel Syndrome. ] Pediatr Surg. 1994;29:136-321.

[3] Murphy F, Khalil BA, Gozzini S, et al. Controlled Tissue Expansion in the Initial Man-
agement of the Short Bowel State. World ] Surg. 2011;35:1142-5.

[4] Ba'ath ME, Almond S, King B, et al. Short bowel syndrome: a practical pathway leading
to successful enteral autonomy. World J Surg. 2012;36:1044-8.


http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2013.09.018&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2013.09.018
Unlabelled image
Unlabelled image
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/

	Letter to the Editor
	References




