
Alexander T. Hawkins MD, MPH, is Assistant Professor of Surgery and Director of the 
Colorectal Research Center at the Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville, TN. 
Dr. Hawkins received his medical degree from the University of Virginia and completed his 
general surgery training at the Massachusetts General Hospital. He completed a fellowship 
in colon and rectal surgery at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St Louis, MO. He is an NIH funded 
investigator who uses mixed-methods and patient reported outcomes to study the role of 
surgery in recurrent diverticulitis. His clinical focus is broad and includes colorectal cancer, 
inflammatory bowel disease, and anorectal issues. 

Paul E. Wise, MD, is Professor of Surgery at Washington University in St. Louis School of 
Medicine where he currently serves as Director of the General Surgery Residency Program. 
He completed general surgery residency at Vanderbilt University after completing medical 
school at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. He completed a colon and rectal 
surgery fellowship at Washington Univer sity/Bar nes Jewish Hospital. Dr. Wise maintains 
interests in hereditary colorectal cancer syndromes and surgical education. 

Tiffany Chan, MD, MHSc, is a colorectal surgeon affiliated with the University of British 
Columbia in Canada. She studied medicine at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada and completed residency in general surgery and her Masters of Health Sciences 
through the University of British Columbia. She completed her fellowship training in colon 
and rectal surgery at Washington Univer sity/Bar nes Jewish Hospital in St. Louis, MO. 

Janet T. Lee, MD, MS, is Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of Minnesota. She 
graduated from Harvard University with a BA in Anthropology. Dr. Lee completed her medical 
school education, general surgery residency, Master’s in clinical research, and colorectal 
surgery fellowship at the University of Minnesota. Her current clinical and research interests 
include anal dysplasia, minimally invasive colorectal surgery, and pelvic floor disorders. 

Tamara Glyn Mullaney, MBChB, is a consultant colorectal surgeon and senior lecturer at 
the Christchurch Hospital and University of Otago, Christchurch, New Zealand. She com- 
pleted fellowships in colorectal surgery at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN; St Vincent’s 
Hospital, Melbourne, Australia; and St James’ Hospital, Leeds, UK. Her particular interests 
include inflammatory bowel disease and advanced pelvic malignancy and she is completing 
a Masters of Medical Science in inflammatory bowel disease associated cancers. 

Verity Wood, MBChB, is a consultant radiologist at Christchurch Hospital, Christchurch, New 

Zealand. She spent a year in Vancouver completing a body imaging and intervention fellow- 
ship through the University of British Columbia. She has a specialist interest in abdominal 
imaging and rectal cancer imaging. 

Timothy Eglinton, MBCHB, MMedSc, is a Consultant Colorectal Surgeon and Head of De- 
par tment of Surger y at the University of Otago, Christchurch. After obtaining FRACS in Gen- 
eral Surgery, he undertook post fellowship training in colon and rectal surgery in Cambridge, 
United Kingdom and Adelaide, Australia. Dr. Eglinton’s specialty interests include inflamma- 
tory bowel disease, diverticular disease, and colorectal cancer. 
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Professor Frank Frizelle, MBChB, MMedSc, is a Consultant Colorectal Surgeon and Pro- 
fessor of Surgery at Christchurch Hospital and the University of Otago, Christchurch. He 
completed fellowships at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN and in Scotland before returning 
to New Zealand. He was the head of department for General Surgery for 13 years and has 
been editor in chief of the New Zealand Medical Journal for 18 years. His research interests 
include advanced pelvic cancer, inflammatory bowel disease, diverticula disease, and the 
microbiome. 

Adil Haleem Khan, MD, is a general and bariatric surgeon at Raleigh General Hospital in 
Beckley, WV. Dr. Khan graduated from Aga Khan University Medical College in Pakistan. He 
completed a surgical residency at Lahey Medical Center in Burlington, MA. He completed 
a fellowship in minimally invasive and bariatric surgery at University Hospitals Cleveland 
Medical Center. He currently has an active general and bariatric surgery practice. 

Jason Hall, MD, MPH, is Associate Professor of Surgery, Co-Director of the Dempsey Center 
for Digestive Disorders, and Chief of Colon & Rectal Surgery at the Boston University School 
of Medicine. He received his medical degree from Harvard Medical School and completed 
general surgery training at the Massachusetts General Hospital. He completed a fellowship 
in colon & rectal surgery at the Lahey Clinic. His research interests include colorectal cancer, 
diverticulitis, and fistulas. 

Iyoob Ilyas, MD, is a colorectal and general surgeon with special interests in minimally inva- 
sive surgery including robotic surgery. He earned his medical degree from Kasturba Medical 
College in India and completed postgraduate training in surgery in Chennai, India. He then 
worked and trained at the University of Oxford in England, Cleveland Clinic, and University 
of Arizona. He completed a colon and rectal fellowship and advanced robotic surgery train- 
ing at Henry Ford Hospital in Michigan. His research interests include surgical outcomes, 
minimally invasive colorectal surger y, par ticularly robotic surger y, diver ticular diseases, and 
anorectal disease. 

Maria Michailidou, MD, received her medical degree at University of Patras in Greece. 
She completed a general surgery residency at the University of Arizona and a fellowship in 
colon and rectal surgery at Penn State Hershey Medical Center. She is currently a colorectal 
surgeon in Maine. 

Valentine N. Nfonsam, MD, MS, is Professor of Surgery and the Interim Division Chief of Sur- 
gical Oncology at the University of Arizona. He is also the General Surgery Residency Program 

Director. Dr. Nfonsam graduated from the University of Illinois College of Medicine in Chicago 
and completed his surgery residency training at UT Southwestern in Dallas and North Shore- 
Long Island Jewish Health System, New York. He completed a research fellowship at the 
Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, and completed a fellowship in colon and rectal surgery at the 
University of South Florida, Tampa. Dr. Nfonsam’s clinical specialties include colorectal and 
gastrointestinal surgery, gastrointestinal oncology, and laparoscopic and robotic-assisted 
surgery. His research focuses on colorectal cancer, especially in the young, in addition to 
disparities in the incidence of colorectal cancer. 
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Michelle L. Cowan, MD, is Associate Professor of Surgery and Co-Director of the Inflam- 
matory Bowel Disease Program at the University of Washington. She earned her medical 
degree at the Medical College of Virginia (VCU) and completed a general surgery residency 
at the University of Chicago. She completed a fellowship in colon and rectal Surgery at 
Washington University in St. Louis. She has an active clinical practice focused on inflam- 
matory bowel disease, multidisciplinary care of rectal cancer, and minimally invasive and 
endoscopic techniques for colon and rectal surgery. 

Jennifer Williams, MD, is Assistant Professor of Colon and Rectal Surgery at Emory Univer- 
sity in Atlanta, Georgia. She received a Bachelor of Science degree in biology and psychology 
from Emory University and a medical degree from The David Geffen School of Medicine at 
UCLA. She completed a general surgery residency at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center followed 
by fellowship in colon and rectal surgery at The Cleveland Clinic. 

Scott R. Steele, MD, MBA, is the Rupert B. Turnbull MD Endowed Chair in Colorectal Surgery 
and Chairman of Colorectal Surgery at Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, OH. A graduate of the 
United States Military Academy at West Point, he received his MBA from Case Western 
University Weatherhead School of Business and Management. 

Karim Alavi, MD, MPH, is Associate Professor in Surgery at the University of Mas- 
sachusetts Medical School in Worcester, Massachusetts. He received his medical degree 
from the George Washington University. He completed a residency in general surgery at the 
Washington Hospital Center and a fellowship in colon and rectal surgery at the University of 
Minnesota Medical School. His research interests include investigation of and improvement 
in colon and rectal surgical outcomes. 

C. Tyler Ellis, MD, MSCR, has appointments in both the School of Medicine and School 
of Public Health at the University of Louisville in Louisville, KY. Dr. Ellis is both a clinical 
colorectal surgeon and health service researcher with research interests that focus on the 
impact of care coordination and health care organization on the delivery of multidisciplinary 
care for colorectal diseases and its impact on patient outcomes. 

Danielle Collins, MD, is a consultant colorectal surgeon at Western General Hospital, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. She received her medical degree at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. Having 
completed general surgical training in Ireland, she underwent fellowship training at the Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, MN, and the Royal Marsden, London, UK. Her clinical interests include 
robotic surgery, new surgical technology, and pelvic exenteration surgery. 

Des Winter, MD, is a consultant colorectal surgeon and clinical professor at St. Vincent’s 
University Hospital, Dublin, Ireland. Following graduation from medical school he engaged in 
research spanning Ireland and the United States for a doctorate by thesis before completing 
surgical training in Ireland. Des went on to fellowship training at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
before returning home to his alma mater. 
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Karen Zaghiyan, MD, is a colorectal surgeon in Los Angeles, California and Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Surgery at Cedars Sinai Medical Center. Dr. Zaghiyan graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in biology from the University of California, Los Angeles. She then completed med- 
ical school at the University of California, San Diego before pursuing her general surgery 
residency and colon and rectal surgery fellowship at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los 
Angeles where she remained to establish her practice. Dr. Zaghiyan’s research interests 
include rectal cancer and inflammatory bowel disease, including methods to improve out- 
comes in patients with colon and rectal diseases. 

Gaetano Gallo MD, is a researcher in the Department of Medical and Surgical Sciences 
at University of Catanzaro, Italy. He completed his training in general surgery at the Uni- 
versity of Catanzaro and at the Department of Colorectal Surgery, S. Rita Clinic (Vercelli). 
Subsequently, he completed a research fellowship in colorectal surgery at the Department 
of Surgery Academic Medical Center (Amsterdam The Netherlands) and at the Department 
of Digestive and Endocrine Surgery - Pole Hepato-Digestif, Nouvel Hopital Civil University 
Hospital of Strasbourg. He has a clinical and academic interest in proctology, functional 
and pelvic floor disorders, inflammatory bowel disease, and microbiome and colorectal 
cancer. 

Michele Carvello, MD, is a consultant surgeon in the Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery 
at Humanitas Clinical and Research Hospital in Milan (Italy). He completed his training in 
Gastrointestinal Surgery in San Raffaele Hospital in Milan (Italy). Subsequently, he com- 
pleted his research fellowships at Massachusetts General Hospital (Boston, US) and at 
University Medical Center Utrecht (The Netherlands) focusing on minimally invasive surgery. 
He has a special interest in the surgical management of inflammatory bowel disease 
and colorectal cancer. His research interests focus mainly on inflammatory bowel dis- 
ease, colorectal cancer and the application of new technologies such as fluorescence 
angiography. 

Antonino Spinelli, MD, PhD, leads the Unit of Colon and Rectal Surgery of Humanitas Re- 
search Hospital, Rozzano, Milan, Italy, and is a Full Professor of Surgery at Humanitas Uni- 
versity. He is dedicated to the development of innovative techniques in minimally invasive 
colorectal surgery. 

Amy L. Lightner, MD, is Associate Professor of Surgery in the Department of Colon and 
Rectal Surgery at Cleveland Clinic, OH, the Associate Chair of Surgical Research, and the 
Primary Investigator of the Surgical Inflammatory Bowel Disease Translational Laboratory 
in the Lerner Research Institute where she is an Associate Professor of Inflammation and 
Immunity. She completed her surgical training in general surgery at the University of Califor- 
nia at Los Angeles, post-doctoral work at Stanford University under a California Institute of 
Regenerative Medicine Training Grant focused on the differentiation pathways of embryonic 
stem cells, and fellowship in colon and rectal surgery at the Mayo Clinic. 
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